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"From the [cypress] tree learn its lesson...” 
- Mark 13:28 

 
As I was using the leaf blower on the needles and cones that thickly car-
peted the sidewalks and steps behind and alongside the Rectory the other 
day, I found myself reflecting upon the bald cypress tree that created the 
mess. 

Over the years I have come to really appreciate and value this tree.  It has 
a beautiful shape.  Its dense foliage in the summer creates a wonderful 
shade that keeps the back of the house cool.  In the autumn, I am inspired 
when it turns a glorious red-brown color, especially when I step out the 
sacristy door and the sun is shimmering through the branches.  When it 
sheds its needles the Rectory receives the benefits of the unfiltered sun-
light.  There is also reason to believe that the cypress has assisted in con-
trolling the basement flooding that has been an issue in the church build-
ings for years.  As a species specialized to swampy conditions, it tends to 
soak up a great deal of water which otherwise we might have to sop up 
ourselves. 

The cypress’ fan base goes beyond my appreciation.  It is a bird magnet, as 
many species of our feathered friends eat the insects that find a home 
along its twigs (an armchair bird watchers dream!).  Squirrels find its 
branches good for nesting, and they eat the seeds.  Our greyhound 
Sampson finds in the piles of aromatic needles a soft bed on which to 
bask in the sun. 
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         CHURCH SCHOOL               
 SCHEDULE 
             
 

For your convenience  we are publishing the Church School  
schedule through June of 2012. 

 
The Church School classes will not meet on the following Sundays: 

January 1, 2012—New Year’s Day 
February 19, 2012—President’s Day weekend  

May 27, 2012—Memorial Day weekend 
The last day of Church School is June 10, 2012 

 
The first Sunday of each month, students start in the Parish House 
and enter church at the Peace to receive Communion or a Blessing 

 
All other Sundays, students start in Church and leave for the Parish 

House at the designated time for Church School. 
Linda Yansick 856-786-8408 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT ANYWAY? 

DECEMBER 11, 2011 
DURING THE 10 A.M. SERVICE 

 
BRING A NEW, UNWRAPPED 
TOY TO DONATE.  WE WILL 
BE DONATING THESE TOYS TO LESS FOR-

TUNATE CHILDREN THROUGH CATHOLIC CHARITIES.  
 CHURCH SCHOOL STUDENTS WILL START IN CHURCH 

THIS SUNDAY. 
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ECW News  
 We raised over $500. for the bake sale and appreciate 
everyone who contributed , either by baking, calling and pur-
chasing ! A special thank you to the Chairs for this great event, 
Debbie Sigler and Barb Benton !!!  
 We are grateful for the work and generosity of our parish 
family who enable our ECW to support the outreach programs 
in our community,  the Diocese and the world. Please know that 
you have directly helped children, families and communities in 
need, and that somewhere today, a person is smiling because of 
you.  
 The Women of Christ Church are proud to have been 
able to support and contribute to the following outreach pro-
grams this month:  
- The Bread of Life Food Pantry ; $ 200.  
- Emergency Services: $200.  
- Ad for St.. Paul's , Camden: $ 50. ( Please note that a separate 
 donation of $100. is budgeted for Project Interaction 
each year.)  This year , we would like to issue our donation in 
 honor of Florence Thompson and the many years of dedi
 cation she has given to St. Pauls'  and Project Interac
 tion.)  
 - United Thank Offering Total : $ 1,190.00  
 
 Please continue to help those in need this holiday season. 
In lieu of a Holiday trip this season, we encourage all to either 
donate food, clothing or a helping hand to someone in need to 
honor the true spirit of this season.  
 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Sav-
ior, who is Christ the Lord . And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
May the blessings of Christmas be yours this year and always,  
             
                      Susan Stevens, President, 
                      The Women of Christ Church  
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Prayer Circle Coordinator:  Lynne Meckel  -  Members of this group maintain 
a daily round of intercessions.  Lynne Meckel, 856-829-8163, is the  coordinater 
for  the Prayer Circle Group.  Please call Lynne to add any names  for whom you 
wish prayers to be offered for whatever reason, or to receive names for your own 
prayer list.  Please note: Names to be put on  the Prayer List will be on for one 
month unless otherwise specified.  
 
The Lions Club is collecting used eyeglasses.  There is a box in the Parish 
House for these glasses. Let your friends and neighbors know about this. Your 
unwanted eye wear may dramatically improve someone’s life.  Your used glasses 
may provide an adult with the clear vision necessary to maintain employment or 
give a child the chance to stay in school. 
 
Emergency Services is still collecting “cents off” coupons.  June Goyne is coor-
dinator for this project.  Boxes are in the church entry to receive your coupons. 
Call June at 856-829-5463.  With the economy the way it is, there is a greater 
need now for coupons  than before! 
 
Food Sunday is every Sunday—  Our continuing effort to aid the poor in our 
local area (County-wide) through the efforts and efficient organization of Emer-
gency Services is expressed through this simple means - ANY SUNDAY, bring 
in a couple of non-perishable food items (baby formula, dry milk, cereal, canned 
foods, peanut butter, pasta, sauce, tuna, etc.)  Annamarie and Jim May will con-
tinue to make deliveries to  Emergency Services when necessary.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
The Food Pantry looks to our congregation to continue  
       to donate: 

 Cookies  Snacks (Goldfish, Rice Krispies Treats, etc.) 
Kool-Aid        Lemonade       Pudding and Jello   

                        Peanut Butter Jelly 
There is a basket marked Bread of Life Food Pantry 

in the church entry way for these donations 
Sherrie Gill    856-234-7847 

December Pantry Day—  Special Christmas Meal   
Food Donations   

Turkey, stuffing, gravy, instant potatoes, canned yams, cranberry 
sauce, canned vegetables, juice, instant coffee, tea, hot chocolate..  
Drop off days:  Friday mornings 9 a.m. to noon 
   Friday afternoon  4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
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Every year at this time I hear people complain about Christmas. 
It's not December yet, but they are tired of the holidays. I feel sor-
ry for these folks, but if their Christmas experience is limited to 
fighting for a parking space at the mall, competing with fellow 
shoppers for this year's "must-have" gift while yesterday's pop 
stars are heard singing through a store's tinny public address 
system, they never experience the real Christmas.  
Even though their churches may have put up outdoor Christmas 
trees and Creches before Thanksgiving, they probably haven't a 
clue that this is the season of Advent, and that the official date of 
Christmas is December 25.  
Preparation is part of the joy of the season.  
Would you like to have a meaningful Christmas?  
Start by attending Advent services at Christ church. Sing Advent 
hymns and carols. Listen to our choirs. Our senior choir and chil-
dren's chime choir are ready to share the good news of Jesus's 
birth through sacred music. Come to Lessons and Carols De-
cember 18 and invite your family and friends. And, of course, 
don't miss Christmas Eve services. The Chime choir will ring at 
the early service, and the senior choir will sing George Oldroyd's 
"Mass of the Quiet Hour" along with traditional carols and a new 
anthem by John Rutter.  
Of course, Christmas has Twelve days, so keep the decorations 
and the carol singing up until Epiphany - twelve days after the 
noisy secular world has stopped celebrating!  
 
Peace,  
Justin 
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December Birthdays 
 

1 Helen Mack    5    John Giordano 
        Cole McCamy         Haileigh Lynch 
3 Eric Anthony  6    Rob Gogol 
4 Dennis Legander       7    Andrea Kinzler 
          Marlie Guicheteau 
 

8 Danielle Pellecchia      15  Mary Shea 22  Pamela Knowles 
      Adam Long            Tracey Holland       Daniel Stinger 
9 Kathy Legander      16  Jessica Kennedy 23  Kathryn Gulbin 
      Patricia King      18 Chris Matteson 24  Michael Snowden 
      Sharon Hollingsworth         Catherine Yard 25  Glenn Gulbin 
10 Wayne Bromley      19 Sally Barnes 26  Holly Toth 
      Chloe White             Wendy Gogol 27  Robert Fest 
12 K. C. Ogbonna      20 Nancy Hulme 28  Matthew Bostock 
13 Ann Stephens      22 Lynne Mack 29  Joe Christmas 
15   Sarann Foster          Christine Cetrullo 30  Adam Vollmer 
 

†   †   † 
†   †


Congratulations and God’s continued blessings to Father 
Wrede.  Our Rector will celebrate the 21st Anniversary 
of  his Ordination to the Priesthood. on December 6. 

 

 
A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 —  10 A.M. 
 

Justin Hartz, Organist/Choir Master and The 
Christ Church Choir. 

The Chime Choir will participate in this  
Service. 

Adam Long, Violin — Andy Fedorko, Cello 
Mrs. Helen Mack, Director 
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St. Paul’s/Project Interaction 
Christmas Sock Drive 
 
Every   year, on the Sunday closest to Christmas Day, all of 
those  who come to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, in Camden for 
the  weekly breakfast program receive a backpack filled with 
many  of  the items we take for granted to help us and our loved 
ones keep warm and clean through the winter months.  Included 
among these are new knitted hats, scarves, and gloves and ath-
letic socks, along with such “necessities” as tooth brushes, 
toothpaste, and other toiletries.  Each church involved in  Pro-
ject Interaction (the consortium of suburban Episcopal  
parishes which supports the work of St. Paul’s), is asked to  
select one item to collect for inclusion in the Christmas packag-
es. 
Again this year, your representative to the Project  Interaction 
Coordinating Committee, Keith Betten has offered to collect 
athletic socks to serve as Christ Church’s contribution to the 
effort.  To fulfill our obligation, we need to collect:  
 -   25 pairs of socks for children under     
       twelve 

- 75 pairs of socks for teenage girls and   
women 

- 150 pairs of socks for teenage boys 
and men 

Boxes for each of these items are located in the back of the 
church.  The requested items may be left there through Sun-
day, December 11th, for transport to Haddonfield for inclusion 
in the Christmas packages on December 14th.  Any one wishing 
to make a monetary donation toward the purchase of socks may 
do so by contacting Roger King at the 8 o’clock service (or by 
phone at 786-9232) or Keith at the 10 o’clock service (or by 
phone at  786-1914). 
    -Blessings!   



Page 12  

PLEASE DONATE 
Warm clothes and blankets, including coats, 
knit hats, gloves, sweat shirts and pants, 
sweaters, warm socks and sneakers.  They will 
be transported to the  homeless and needy in 

Camden throughout the winter.  There is a box in the Parish 
House for your donations.  Thank you for  your generous re-
sponse. 
                                        Ron Pollock, 856-829-9482 

▼    ▼    ▼    ▼    ▼ 
 

FISH IS STILL IN SERIOUS NEED OF HELP 
 

FISH is a nonprofit and nonsectarian volunteer Christian service 
organization, dedicated to giving help to anyone who needs or 
wants it.  Its purpose is to demonstrate that Christian men and 
women are not only willing and able – but anxious to love and 
serve their neighbors.      

THE TRIBORO COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
FISH PROGRAM NEEDS VOLUNTEERS     

FISH provides rides to doctors and hospitals for people in our 
community who are unable to drive and have no other way to get 
there.   
FISH provides a connecting link between the person needing help 
and the person able to give help.  All FISH participants are volun-
teers. 
 
CAN YOU DISPATCH FOR FISH on a day of your choosing, 
one day a month, in your home from 9 to 2? 
 
CAN YOU DRIVE FOR FISH on just one ride, one day a 
month, on a day of your choosing or as an on-call driver as need-
ed?  
If you can spare a few hours of your time in helping people in our 
community or if you have any questions about the FISH program, 

please call 
Jim Sullivan 856-786-8404 or 856-829-2726 (home) 

Nancy Hulme    856-829-0237 
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Highlighting Christmas in Christ Church, 2011 

 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December  18 — 10 a.m. Service 

The Chime Choir will participate in this Service. 
Accompanying the Chime Choir: 

Adam Long, Violin      Andy Fedorko, Cello 
 

The Greening of the Church 
Sunday, December 18  

Following the 10 a.m. Service 
Members of the congregation are cordially invited to stay and help 
prepare the church for Christmas.  Any questions, please call Altar 

Guild Directress, Phaedra Pollock, 856-829-9482 
 

Christmas Eve at 4 P.M.     Christmas Vespers 
A Service in which our Church School children and Chime Choir are the 
principal participants, with the traditional Church School Christmas 

pageant.  
Christmas Eve at 10:30  P.M. 

 The traditional Choral Eucharist and Sermon. 
 

Sunday, Christmas Day  
One Service   The Holy Eucharist at 9 a.m.  

 
Walk-a-Christmas Mile  

Wednesday, December  28   6:30 P.M. 
Beginning at Christ Church, Riverton and ending at Bethany Lutheran church 

with light refreshments. 
 

New Years’ Day January 1, 2012 
Holy Eucharist 

Normal Service times, 8 and 10 a.m.  
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In  December flowers at the altar will                       

be given to the  Glory of God  
           and in loving memory of:  

 
4     Ethel and Warren C. Martin, Sr and Phyllis Jones  
 Martin by Warren C. Martin, Jr. 

11 Catherine F. McCracken by James T. McCracken 
18 Walter W. Salmon, Sr. by the Rev. Dr. Alan K, Salmon 
      Walter L. Smith, Jr., Alice H. Smith and Walter L. Smith, III by  
 Bradford S. Smith and family 
Note:  December 25  and January 1, 2012  are separate Christmas memorials  
       

In December, the Chapel Sanctuary Light  
will be lit in loving memory of: 

4    Sarah Ann and Andrew Brown and Kathryn and John 
 Class given by Sarann and Don Foster    
11 C. Gardner Jones given by Helen, Jeff and Ken Mack 
      Walter W. Salmon. Sr. given by The Rev. Dr. Alan 
 K. Salmon 
18 Ruth Wardwell given by Fran and Al Wardwell, Jr. 
      Mary Gray Stephenson given by Don and Elizabeth  
 Proebstle and granddaughters Stacy, Heather and Holly 
25 Mabel Turner given by Fran and Al Wardwell, Jr. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  
 
 
Our Delegates elected to the Special Convocation 
Meeting to elect  one Clergy and one Lay representa-
tive to the Episcopal Election Committee are:  
Barbara Benton, Nancy Gorman, Nancy Hulme, Jeff Mack, Kate 
McGarry, and Harry Shea.  This meeting will be held in Trinity 
Church, Moorestown, December 11.  These delegates were elect-
ed at a special Parish Meeting November 13  at the conclusion of 
the 10 a.m. Service. 
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YOUTH GROUP PERSPECTIVES 
 

WHO?    Any interested young person in junior and senior high 
school from any or no church. 

WHAT?   Eat some pizza.  View a video.  Plan an event.  Do an 
outreach project.  Hang out.  Have a chat.  
Go to a ball game.  Participate in diocesan 
youth events.  Have some fun! 

WHEN?   Gather together regularly once a month at everyone’s 
convenience.  Other events as scheduled. 

WHERE?  The Parish house for starters. 
HOW?      Fr. Wrede, participants, parents and other adults co-

operating on planning and activities. 
WHY?      Mutual support and encouragement in a faith setting, 

or in other words ‘the more we get togeth-
er, the happier we’ll be’.  

INTERESTED?  See Fr. Wrede in church, or phone (856-829-
1634) or e-mail (rwrede@juno.com), and 
we’ll get a date together. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Notice of the Annual Meeting of 
The Parish of Christ Church, Riverton 

Sunday, January 15, 2012 in the Church 
 

There will be one Service of the Holy Eucharist at 9 a.m. fol-
lowed by light refreshments and the Annual Meeting in the 
Church.  This will provide an opportunity for all the family of 
Christ Church to worship together at this important event in 
the life of our congregation. 

 
  

Committee reports should be given to the 
Rector by January 9, 2012 

 
It is of infinite help if they are typed on 8-1/2 
by 11 inch paper with 1 inch margins all the 

way around.  This way they do not have to be 
reprinted.  Many thanks ahead of time. 
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Dates to Remember 
 
Dates to Remember  -   December  2011 
 
      4   Second Sunday of Advent 8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
            Church School during 10 a.m. Service 
            Calendar Committee meeting after the 10 a.m. Service  
      7   Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist; 10:15, Bible Study 
      8   Thursday, 7:15 p.m. Chime Choir Practice 
           8 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
      10 Saturday, 2 p.m. Interment of Ashes in the Memorial Garden  
   ( Betty Hodges) 
           5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
      11 Third Sunday of Advent 8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 “Whose Birthday is It, Anyway” 
             2 p.m. at Trinity, Moorestown  -- Special Convocation meeting 
 to elect delegates for the Committee to elect a new Bishop 
      14 Wednesday 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist; 10:15 Bible Study 
      15 Thursday, 7:15 p.m. Chime Choir Practice 
            8 p.m. Choir rehearsal 
      17  Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
      18 Fourth Sunday of Advent 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
           10 a.m. A Service of Lessons and Carols 
           The Greening of the Church following the 10 a.m. Service. 
      19 Monday, 7 p.m. Vestry Meeting 
      21 Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist; 10:15 Bible Study 
      22 Thursday, 7:15 p.m. Chime Choir Christmas Party 
           8 p.m. Choir 
      24 Saturday, Christmas Eve 4 p.m. Vespers and Pageant 
           10:30 p.m. Choral Eucharist 
      25 Sunday, Christmas Day One Service at 9 a.m. 
      31 Saturday New Years’ Eve 5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
January 
       1  New Year’s Day 
          8 and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
         

 + + + 
 

January 15, 2012 One Service at 9 a.m. 
The Annual Meeting in the church  will follow this Service 
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would have them do unto you” – Matthew 7:12) and the Summary of the Law 
(“love God… and your neighbor… -- Mark 12:29, BCP 351), reminds us as 
Christians we are called to “seek and serve Christ in all persons … and respect 
the dignity of every human being”.    This attitude invites us to look for the 
very best in our sisters and brothers instead of focusing on the worst, 
and to accept folks as they are -- children of God as they have a right to 
be.  Likely it is best to do this prayerfully and humbly, as there are likely 
those who may well assess us under equally critical criteria and might 
otherwise (without God’s grace) find us equally wanting.   

So I invite you to join me during this season of Advent, this time of 
preparation and penitence suffused with joy, to learn and apply this les-
son from the cypress tree.  And may it open our hearts to a new birth of 
God’s love as we approach the celebration of the birth of that love in 
human form. 

 
     See you in church?! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturdays 

5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Wednesday morning Holy Eucharist  
 9:30 in the Chapel 

Bible Study at 10:15 in the Parish House. 
 

The First Thursday of the month Holy Eucharist and Heal-
ing Service 7:15 in the Chapel 

†   †   † 
 

 
 
 
 

MIDWEEK SERVICES 
†   †   † 
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I was surprised to learn that cypress trees played a vital role in two of the 
most iconic structures in the Bible.  Noah’s ark was build of cypress wood, 
and the pillars and roof of the great Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem were 
also constructed from its trunks and branches, as imported from Lebanon.  
The lumber was and remains prized for its durability and water resistance.  
In the prophet Hosea, God is described as ‘an evergreen cypress tree’ 

arching over and protecting the people of Israel. 

But I have to admit that at this time of year, the 
cypress is not the best of neighbors.  The nee-
dles are small and messy, and get tracked all 
over the house and into the church.  The cones, 
which shatter when they fall, create resinous 
fragments that stick to everything: sidewalks, 
cars, the bottoms of shoes, tires, and even dog-
gie paws. Both needles and cones clog the 
drains on the roof, and are miserable to remove.  

The needles are so acidic that they can even strip the paint from cars, a 
situation Fr. Salmon discovered to his chagrin.   

Of course, the solution to these problems would be to remove the tree.  I 
have known many who having declared a tree ‘dirty’ had it cut down.  But 
if we looked only at two weeks of mess without regard to the other 50 
weeks of benefits, we would lose all the good things that the tree contrib-
utes, and find ourselves missing all those attractive attributes.   

At this time in our nation’s history, I sense that far too many people base 
their opinions of individuals and institutions entirely upon what they do 
not like about them without considering the entire picture.  Then they 
figuratively cut them down.  This attitude fails to take into account the fact 
that nothing in this world or in this life is perfect, including the person 
doing the chopping.  And the loss can be incalculable, especially as there 
are very few individuals or institutions where the good does not far exceed 
their less impressive characteristics. 

The other side of the coin is that it is frankly unfair to tear individuals 
down for simply being who they are.  I can’t blame the cypress for what it 
is.  The deciduous needles and cones are a part of the nature of the plant, 
and the very way in which it ensures its own survival and growth.  For 
when the needles fall off in autumn, it makes the branches less vulnerable 
to heavy snow, unlike the white pine next to it that has lost at least nine 
branches in the last two winters.  And the resinous cones keep the seeds 
from drowning when they fall into water, and enable them to adhere to 
dry surfaces so they can germinate and grow. 

Our baptismal covenant, based upon the Golden Rule (“do unto others as you 
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Christ Church 

500 Fourth Street, Riverton NJ   08077 
856-829-1634     

E-Mail  christriverton@juno.com 
Christ Church Web Page –   christriverton.org  
The Ministers:     The people of Christ Church  

Clergy:   The Rev.  Richard C. Wrede, Rector      856-829-4760 
                            The Rev. Dr. Alan K. Salmon, Rector Emeritus   856-824-9884 

 
Wardens    Harry E. Shea       

                Sheryl Telford   856-303-1165 
                                  G.G. Hollingsworth, Warden Emeritus  856-824-9446 
 

Organist and Choir Master:  Justin Hartz  215-806-4411 
Clerk  of the Vestry:   Jeffrey A. Mack   856-786-2376 

Vestry (and the years the term expires) 
 2011     Richard Gaughan (856-829-8671)   

Donald Deitz (856-786-4489)     Fredric Hill (856-461-1374 
2012 Jeffrey A. Mack (856-786-2376)   

Dr. Jonathan Ogbonna (856-786-3262)  Michael Kinzler 856-786-4249 
2013 Bradford S. Smith, (856-786-1571)   

John G. Martin, Jr., (856-786-9132)     Richard B. Frost (856-829-6528 
 

Parish Treasurer :    Richard B. Frost         856-829-6528 
Parish Office Hours:  9 a.m.- 12:30 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Parish Secretary     Sharon Hollingsworth      856-824-9446 
Acolyte Coordinator    Sally Barnes  856-829-2552 
Greeter Coordinator     Jeff Mack      856-786-2376 

Altar Guild Directress     Phaedra Pollock      856-829-9482 
Counter Coordinator       Ralph Rippey    856-461-0730 

Men’s Fellowship     Bob Bostock      856-829-3721 
Usher Coordinator    Jim Young     856-786-1207 

Women of Christ Church     Susan Stevens  -  856-786-2610 

Church Webmaster     Matt Huntsinger   matth75@gmail.com  
THE VESTRY of Christ Church usually meets in the Parish House on the 

third Monday of the month  at  7 p.m.   


